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TRUMP: Making Fact Checking Great Again

Donald Trump speaks during the third Presidential Debate on September 26, 
2016 in Hempstead, New York. (Credit: Getty/Win McNamee) 

BY NABEEHA ABEDIN 
In journalism, 2016 

has been the year for fact 
checking. Throughout the 
US presidential election, 
Donald Trump very 
frequently invented 
statistics, used faulty 
reasoning and made very 
misleading statements to a 
level which is very unusual 
for a candidate running for 
the position of President of 
the United States. In 2016, 
the entire election was a 
thriving ground for scores of 
fact checkers, hanging off of 
each word from each 
candidate (paying close 
attention to Trump, 
especially) to make sure 
nothing untrue or 
misleading was being informed to voters. 

In layman's terms, President-elect Donald 
Trump has made fact checking great again. 

As previously stated Trump made claims of 
misleading statements and false numbers, created 
statistics without any visible or logical proof and 
had no actual reasoning for many of his allegations. 
Fact checking may have swayed some voters, but 
for the majority of his supporters, it did not matter, 
because what he was saying (false or not) was 
similar to what they already believed. When Trump 
said that illegal immigrants were pouring over the 

border and were mostly criminals - allegations not 
supported at all by facts - he had an eager audience 
ready to eat it all up. He also made statements 
saying that the unemployment rate is 42 percent, 
when in reality it is only 5 percent. Again, his 
supporters wholeheartedly agreed, because he 
echoed what they thought was true and appealed to 
their anger.  

During the campaign trail, Mr. Trump also 
promised to repeal the Affordable Care Act, aka 
“Obamacare”, saying that he had something 
“terrific” planned, that is “so much better”. He also 
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Katy Perry performs at a Clinton campaign rally. 
Credit: Scott Morgan/ Reuters 

failed to explain how he would successfully 
transition around 20 million people who have 
gained health care under the law, to a new system 
without losing their health coverage. He also 
claimed that he would save $300 billion a year in 
prescription drugs. This is not even remotely 
possible because according to the total spending in 
Medicare Part D (prescription drugs) in 2014, total 
spending was only $78 billion. How can you save 
$300 billion from a $78 billion program? It is 
impossible, not to mention completely illogical and 
another bogus fact from a man who has no place in 
politics. Trump has also repeatedly made very 
crude, and frankly, disgusting comments about 
women. He refused to apologize when Fox News 
Megyn Kelly listed the many things he has said 
about women, claiming that he “did not say some of 
the stuff she listed”. There is an ample amount of 
evidence against his various slurs and abuse 
towards women that he either tweeted or said. 
Although these tweets were written before the 
campaign, he still did not ever apologize for any 
unacceptable statements about women said by him 
during his campaign.  

One of Trump’s most famous statements 
from his campaign is, “Mexicans are bringing 
drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And 
some, I assume, are good people.” The 

misconception that immigrants bring crime with 
them is a rudimentary way of thinkingWhen asked 
how the data are indicative that there is a crime 
wave coming across the border, a Trump campaign 
adviser said: “The data speaks for itself.” On the 
contrary, the data does not speak for itself; the 
Congressional Research Service found that the vast 
majority of unauthorized immigrants do not fit in 
the category that fits Trump’s description: 
aggravated felons, whose crimes include murder, 
drug trafficking or illegal trafficking of firearms. 
Trump’s blatant bias and hatred for immigrants 
echoes a sentiment unfortunately shared by many 
Americans.  

How Donald Trump ended up being the 45th 
President-elect of the United States is completely 
absurd. He routinely creates false data, misleads his 
supporters and has no actual evidence to support his 
outlandish claims. Yet, here we are. Donald J. 
Trump is the leader of the free world and quite 
possibly one of the most powerful men on the 
planet.  

America is a nation divided, as was proven 
on election night. He lies and is constantly proven 
wrong, but that still does not seem to strike a chord 
within his supporters. Trump represents everything 
bad in America and he will be taking that with him 
to the White House.

 
 
 

BY AREEJ KHANOTIA
 
As America drove closer to Election 

Day, many were disgruntled by the candidates 
given this year; Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump. While some opted instead to vote for a 
third party candidate or use the write in option, 
it was a close race to the finish line for Trump 
and Clinton. While Trump prevailed, Clinton 
ran a strong campaign that ended up winning the 
popular vote. The Clinton campaign leaned 

Politics  
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heavily on celebrity endorsement to drum up 
media attention and entice voters. With the 
immense influence of social media, any celebrity 
endorsement became invaluable.  

Many entertainment icons  stood alongside 
Clinton, including Beyoncé, Katy Perry, Melissa 
Mccarthy, Miley Cyrus, Chloe Grace Moretz, and 
many internet personalities 

Miley Cyrus and Katy Perry campaigned 
for Hillary more than other celebrity; Cyrus visited 
George Mason University and Perry campaigned at 
The University of Nevada, , where the third debate 
occurred . Perry also wore a “Nasty Women”’ 
shirt, mocking Trump’s remarks of Clinton. 

Donald Trump also drummed up quite a 
number of celebrity endorsements, including 
Willie Robertson, Teresa Giudice, Dennis 
Rodman, and many more. Celebrity supporters of 
Trump endorsed him through interviews, and 
social media broadcasting. 

Social media became an important tool this 
past election as a way to inform and entice voters. 
Youtube’s ‘Vote IRL’ campaign featured its most 
influential stars urging young voters to get out and 
“vote in real life”. Youtube creators such as Grace 
Helbig, Liza Koshy and Jesse Wellens took part in 
this campaign, encouraging fans to get out to the 
polls. Many also used their platform to show 
support for their candidate, and overwhelming 
majority standing with Clinton. 

The powerful influence of pop culture was 
a big factor in this past election. Fans looked to see 
who their idols were voting for, and celebrity 
endorsements drew more attention to candidates. 
Throughout the election we saw how pop culture is 
not just the movies we watch, the celebrities we 
follow on Instagram or the music on the radio, but 
a powerful force that can influence a population. 
Hillary Clinton’s use of social media in the 
election was a huge part of her campaign strategy, 
and while Trump prevailed overall, Clinton won 
the popular vote. The people have spoken, and pop 
culture wins. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

BY MONA, REESE & LAUREN 
 

Halloween Spirit Week 
 Last month we had our Halloween Spirit 
Week! After seeing all that orange on Orange is 
the New Black day, we knew fall had arrived. 
When we saw everyone whacked out on Whacky 
Wednesday it was clear that Halloween was upon 
us. Everyone had a blast from the past on 
Throwback Thursday. I’m glad it wasn’t just me 
seeing doubles on Twin Day! I think Monday the 
31st was truly spooktacular! Thank you to 
everyone for participating in this spirit week, and 
congrats to the Grade Nines for their win! 
 

Remembrance Day 
On November 11th, West had its annual 
Remembrance Day ceremony. Throughout the day, 
we all paid our respects to both our fallen and 
current soldiers and veterans. The whole West 
Carleton student body came together and listened 
to moving speeches and beautiful songs, all in a 
sea of red poppies!  
 

Japanese Embassy Visit 
 On Friday December 2nd, students gathered 
in the library to enjoy an afternoon of learning 
about Japanese art and culture. The Japanese 
Embassy had demonstrations on origami and 
calligraphy techniques, and how these traditional 
art forms influence modern society. The students 
also had a chance to try it themselves, working in 
groups to construct origami diamonds and learning 
how to write their name in Japanese calligraphy. 
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The Origins of  
Halloween 

BY ANONYMOUS 
 

Let’s all admit, Halloween may be one of 
the best holidays of the year. Free candy, scary 
movies, jack-o-lanterns, and costumes are all what 
makes Halloween so fun and exciting. Whether 
you go out trick-or-treating, stay home giving out 
candy, or go to a party, you’re bound to have a 
great time. But have you ever wondered where the 
holiday came from? Where the wondrous and 
joyous event of trick-or-treating, making jack-o-
lanterns and costumes started? Or where all the 
spooky superstitions about ghosts and the dead 
originated? 

Well, it all started with the ancient Celtic 
festival of Samhain. On Samhain, it was believed 
that the boundaries between the worlds of the 
living and the dead became blurred and caused 
ghosts to return to the living world. The Celts 
thought that the presence of these spirits made it 
easier for their priests to predict the future, caused 
trouble, and ruined crops. So, because of this, the 
Celts would wear costumes and burn crops and 
animals as offerings to their deities. 

However, the modern traditions of 
Halloween did not come to America until the 
second half of the nineteenth century, when there 
was an influx of Irish immigrants fleeing from the 
1846 potato famine. Along with these Irish 
immigrants came the celebration of Halloween. 
Eventually, the Americans also began to celebrate 
the Irish immigrants’ celebration of Halloween and 
dress up in costumes asking for food and money.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Helplessness 
BY RAMEEN AMIR 
 

I hate feeling helpless. 
Nowadays, I think there’s an epidemic 

going around that has a lot to do with who we are 
as a nation. Whether it be prosperity or comfort in 
believing the fact that we made it through tough 
times in history, humans have this weird way of 
showing contempt for other humans. 

Sometimes, people believe themselves to 
be better than others simply because they have 
admirable traits that are all too visible or all too 
often put on display. I think we all forget 
sometimes that we don’t know everyone as well as 
we think we do and that there are qualities hidden 
underneath ever smirk. 

The worst part of it isn’t when they ignore, 
though. The worst part of it is when they act like 
others don’t deserve more than a “hello” or nod of 
acknowledgement. 

When somebody thinks you lesser, it is 
easy to feel offended. I know when I started high 
school this year, I felt isolated to the point that I 
didn’t think I belonged. Friends told me they felt 
the same, and we each bathed in our own pools of 
depression until some of us shook the quiver, and 
we came to realize we were alike. Not only did this 
realization bring us closer together, but now we 
can appreciate the beauty of being a school. We 
realized that within our own thoughts, we had been 
facing the same difficulty: the fear of being alone. 
Now I know that we’re only teenagers, and our 
attention spans are short. I’ll sum this up quickly. 
When someone greets you with grace, it becomes 
only human nature to return the kindness. But it is 
when somebody bodes you hostility that one must 
show the ability to cope and the patience to 
understand. Not everyone is alike, but in some 
very, very important ways, we might just be the 
same. 
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Question: 
I have a hard time concentrating to do my 

school work, especially at home. Whenever I try to 
concentrate and start working I feel like doing 
something else. I also tend to daydream a lot. My 
mind wanders off and it’s affecting my grades. 
What would you recommend? 
 
-Anonymous 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Unthinkable 
BY MASON MCGUIRE & ASHNA ZAMAN 

 
On November 8th, 2016, many people’s 

lives were changed. Whether for the better or for 
the worse is depending on one thing only; whether 
you are part of a minority or not.  

Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump? That’s 
all you could hear during the months leading up to 
the election. The other candidates were swept off 
of the court almost immediately, even if their 
policies could have contributed to developing a 
better society. The “free” world is what America is 
and has always been referred to as, but with the 
election now over, can we really call America 
“free” for certain groups of people? The outcome  

 
 

Answer:  
Hi Anonymous,  
 
It seems like you are struggling to focus on 
accomplishing your school work at home. Try 
working in a quiet room with a desk. You can try 
seeing if listening to music helps encourage you to 
work. Removing distractions from your room can 
also be helpful. I highly recommend not to work on 
your bed--it’s very likely you won’t be productive, 
as your brain is more used to falling asleep on your 
bed than studying. You should also give yourself a 
15 minute break after periods of long 
concentration, for example one after an hour of 
working. If, while studying you realize that you are 
starting to daydream, just try to pull your attention 
back to your task. Maybe set an alarm to off every 
little while, reminding you to stay on task. I hope 
this helps! 
 

-T 
 
 
 
 
 
that no one expected to actually happen, happened. 
Donald J. Trump is the President- elect.  

It feels weird to be hearing this doesn’t it? 
“President Trump”--the words feel foreign and 
unwanted in many mouths. While this has a 
monumental impact on our American neighbours, 
Canada will also be influenced by a Trump 
presidency. Here we have Justin Trudeau, a 
Liberal. While Donald Trump, a Republican, is the 
to be our most powerful ally’s president. Will the 
two leaders be able to start a friendship like what 
Trudeau had with Obama? Perhaps not, since 
leading up to the election, the general Canadian 
consensus seemed to be against Trump. 
 Hopefully, in the coming future we will be able to 
stop the hate that seems to growing in the South 
from reaching the North. The fact that a man that 
many see as a racist, sexist, xenophobic, 
homophobic, narcissist, with no experience in 

Advice 

Opinion 

 

Have a Question? 
Email 

asktheecho@gmail.com 
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politics has been elected, could become  a terrible 
nightmare for many vulnerable minorities. Many 
of us wonder how it is possible for people to 
support this man despite the many terrible things 
he has said and done. From commenting that all 
Mexicans are rapists and drug dealers, to proposing 
a ban on all Muslims from the country, to saying 
that women are tools for pleasure. While many of 
his supporters may say that they don’t agree with 
everything that Trump says, the fact that they still 
support him, despite his ‘shortcomings’, is just as 
wrong.  
 The aftermath of the American election is 
where the real problem lies. Pictures of swastikas, 
stories describing minority children being bullied, 
women being degraded and sexually harassed on 
the street by men who use Trump’s rhetoric, and so 
many more cases have caused outrage in the days 
following his election. A man who incites this type 
of hatred is not a man who should be in charge of 
the most powerful country in the world. 

But what does this mean for the new 
generation?  

For many, Trump’s presidency is terrifying. 
For Canadian youth, it means that potential post-
secondary aspirations in the US will be a lot harder 
to achieve. It means the rich will stay rich, and the 
poor will remain poor. It means more fossil fuels 
will be used, which will continue to deteriorate the 

conditions of the environment, not 
to mention Trumps opposition of 
the Paris Climate Agreement. 
There are multiple negative 
impacts which could very well 
come from a Trump presidency.  

Young people are affected 
heavily in elections, because they 
are going to college, moving into 
their own houses and working 
minimum wage jobs- so should 
they not have the right to vote for 
who they wish to make choices on 
their future livelihoods? 55% of 
voters aged 18-29 voted for 
Clinton, whereas 37% chose 

Trump (Richmond, 2016). Clinton 
won the majority- but even then, 
millennials will have to live under 
the power of the Republicans and 

President Trump for the next four years. It's a 
shame that the majority of young people voted for 
a candidate that they will not see in the White 
House. If Trump has his way, a wall will be built, 
Muslims will be banned and Obamacare will be 
repealed. But hey, at least they will be on good 
terms with Russia.  
 
 
 

Protesters fighting Trump’s impending presidency. Credit: Susan 
Watts/ New York Daily News 


